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REveELATIONS ii. 5. 


Remember from whence thou art fallen, and re- 
pent, and do the firft works ; or elſe I will 
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 


candleftick out of its place, except thou repent. 


ERY wiſely, as well as affectionately, has 


the father of his people taken occaſion from 
the late dreadful calamity, which laid waſt 


and viſited ſo many other countries with its terrors, 
earneſtly to exhort and command his own ſubjects to 
humble themſelves before almighty God for their ma- 
nifold fins and wickedneſſes; in the moſt devout and 
ſolemn manner to offer up their petitions to the divine 
Majeſty for the continuance of his forhearance and pro- 
tection; and to implore his bleſſing upon our counſils, 


fleets and armies, 


For tho' it ill becomes weak, ignorant, and finful 
mortals curiouſly to pry into the hidden ways of pro- 


B vidence, 


the once flouriſhing metropolis of Portugal, E 
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vidence, authoritatively to lay hold upon the ſcales of 
divine- juſtice, to weigh the crimes of their fellow- 
creatures in a balance, and to direct the thunderbolts of 
heaven according to their capricious fancies: yet may 
the diſtreſſes of our ſuffering brethren be very uſefully 
held out to us as mirrors, wherein the malignity of ſin 
in general (without which there had been no puniſh- 
ment) may be clearly diſcerned. The diſtreſſes of our 
ſuffering brethren point out to us, in the moſt lively and 
affecting manner, the inſtability of human life, the un- 
certainty of its beſt enjoyments, the vanity of truſting 
in riches, and honours, and power, the impotence of 
pride, and the variety of woe, under which both we 
and four country are every moment liable to be over- 


whelmed, 


— 


When we ſee, therefore, (as in the ſad occaſion of 
the preſent ſolemnity) the arm of the Almighty 
ſtretched out in wrath, and his judgments falling heavy 
upon particular perſons, bodies of men, or nations.—In- 
ſtead of enhancing, by our raſh cenſures and unjuſtifiable 
reproaches, the miſeries of the unhappy ſufferers; in- 
ſtead of erecting ourſelves into a cruel, arbitrary, and 
impious inquiſition into their lives, opinions, and man- 
ners; let us behold their miſeries with the tendereft 
eye of pity, conſolation, and beneficence; and endea- 


vour to ſanctify their ſorrow to our ſpiritual advantage 


Inſtead of ſuffering our own wonderful eſcape (in de- 
fiance of the divine admonitions) to harden our callous 
hearts yet more and more in our wickedneſs; let us, 
with ſouls full of the moſt grateful thankfulneſs, adore 
the goodneſs of that Being, who in the midſt of puniſh- 
ment, 


US 
ment, remembted ' mercy, and permitted not the de- 
= ſtroying angel to come nigh our dwellings to hurt us. 
The complicated woes of our impoveriſh'd, diſtreſſed, 
and ruined ally, have a natural tendency to rouſe us from 
that lethargy of careleſſneſs, indolence and indifference 
with regard to God and his religion, which a ſtate of 
eaſe, plenty and ſecurity is too commonly attended 
with let them have their full weight upon our 
awakened- conſciences; let them perſuade us that the 
Lord alone, he is to be reverenced, to be loved, to be 
confided in, and obeyed; let them effectually convince 
„that the fate of nations is in his hands, either to in- 
irge, or to ſtreighten them, either to bring them low, 
or to liſt them up, as their general conduct ſhall be more 
or leſs conformable to his eternal Jaws of rigittouſnels. 


Remember, therefore, from dence thou art fallen, and 
repent, and do the firſt works; or elſe T will come unto 
thee, quickly, and will remove wy Was 60s ck out of his 
Mace, cane thou _ OY 


1 doubt not but you have Already anticipated the ap- 
1 which I am about to make of theſe words to 
the declining ſtate of morality and religion in theſe 
kiugdoms, and to the ſevere judgments which we have 
too much reaſon to apprehend, in conſequence of fal- 
ling from our firſt works, unleſs we avert the divine 
anger by a ſpeedy repentance. For tho the denuncia- 
tion in my text was originally directed to the church of 
Epbeſaus; 2 has it ever been conſidered as a ſtanding 
warning from our Lord himſelf to all kingdoms and 
ſocieties of chriſtians, that they fall not from grace; 
that they abuſe not the glorious light of the goſpel de- 
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livered to them by the hands of the Evangeliſts and 
Apoſtles ; leſt God in his diſpleaſure ſhould viſit them 
with his ſore judgment, ſhould remove their can- 
dleſtick out of his place, and leave them to darkneſs and 
deſtr uction. a 


In the firſt place then, that theſe kingdoms are indeed 
fallen from the firſt works of chriſtian piety, benevo- 
lence and purity, and that the genuine power of godli- 
neſs is, in a great meaſure, loſt amongſt us, is a truth 
which will be as little diſputed, as that a falſe notion of 
honour, and a vain-glorious thirſt after the approbation 
and praiſe of the multitude have uſurped the ' ſacred 
place of religion, are become the prevailing paſſion of 


the age, and have produced an almoſt general depravity 
of faith, and corruption of manners, 


For tho the eſteem of the few, the wiſe and the vir- 
tuous, is a laudable purſuit, and one of the moſt fruit» 
ful ſources of uſeful] and commendable actions; yet to 
form our characters upon, and to direct our conduct 
by, the opinion of the injudicious vulgar, is the greateſt 
vanity, and cannot be ſufficiently condemned. If it 
be not the worſt of evils in itſelf, it is, perhaps, the worſt 
in its effects; it is ever teeming with folly and miſchief, 
and attended with an endleſs train of vice and extrava- 
gancies. For not to dwell upon the inconceivable mi- 


ſeries which this principle has occaſioned, by firing the 


ambition of pretended heroes to ſpread the deſolations 


of war through the world; we will confine our re- 
view to the wickedneſs, and the wretchedneſs which it 
is every day producing in common life, Is it not from 
loving the admiration of men more than the praiſe of * | 
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that ſo much pains are taken to make an appearance, 
and to outſhine one another in coſtly apparel, ſplendid . 


equipages, ſtately buildings, gaudy furniture, ſump- 
tuous entertainments, and a train of idle and uſeleſs at- 
tendants ? And as this oſtentatious manner of life uſu- 
ally ſurpaſſes our incomes, and draws us into all the in- 


cumbrance of debts, mortgages, and abject dependen- 


cies ; ſo the difficulties and perplexities attendant upon 
ſo diſtreſsful a fituation are the moſt natural intro- 


duction to lying, fraud, and oppreſſion ; to cheating 
in our dealings, and treachery in our friendſhips ; to 


rſonal underminings, and party-oppoſitions ; to game- 
ba duelling, and ſelf-murther. * 


virtue falls a ſacrifice to neceſſity. Thus is benevo- 
lence, true generoſity, and the love of God extin- 
guiſhed in our hearts, and ſucceeded by a ſpirit of low 
emulation, of envy and malice towards thoſe who make 
a greater figure than ourſelves, together with ſuch a violent 
diſpoſition to deſpiſe, ridicule, injure, ſlander, backbite, 
and murmur, as is utterly inconſiſtent with the duty of 
neighbours, ſubjects, or chriſtians. ' 


The ſame falſe and fantaſtic ambition of livin g at other 
peoples admiration and applauſe, -rather than for the 
ſubſtantial concerns of our ſouls, our families, or our 


country, has melted us down into an univerſal effemi- 


nacy, and introduced a general affectation of niceneſs 


Thus are our fortunes devoured by our vanity, and 


and delicacy, of being above buſineſs, induſtry, and. 


oeconomy, and of being good for nothing, but to 
. Chine in a polite aſſembly, to dreſs with taſte, and to 


un- 
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underſtand the ceremonial. of faſhionable decorum—as ' 
if a ſhewy and glittering outſide were an argument of a 
finer clay and compoſition than the reſt of mankind, 
and thoſe ornaments of nobility, which are ſo eagerly 


aimed at, were a diſpenſation from the labours of life, 


and the ſervice of our generation. Nor will the riſing 


the indulgence of parents, the remiſneſs of tutors, and 


the ill — of each; if we may form our judg- 


age afford us a more agreeable proſpect, if we conſider 
the faſhionable ways of education; if we reflect upon 


, 


ments by the ideas of vanity, with which tender minds 


are ſeaſoned from their infancy, the pernicious notions 


and maxims, with which they are tainted in their 


youth, together with the lewd, prophane, and im- 
pious diſcourſes, which they conſtantly. es as = 
advance to mund. 


bel infidelity; alſo, i is the Give offspring of müdes And: 
ſelſ-conceit. It is God's own declaration, that The meek - 
be will guide in judgment, and that he will give grace to 


the lowly, But the proud be refiſteth, cr beboldeth afar of, 


that is, he rejects them from his preſence,” and leaves 
them, like abandoned reprobates, to themſelves, and 


their own devices. For ſuch ſcorners are intractable, 
and hate inſtruction, their haughty ' ſouls are above 


counſil or advice, and ſo firmly attached to the vain | 


pomps and pleaſures of the world, that the love of the 


Father cannot be in them. For no man can ſerve two 


maſters; and when once we have ſuffered our affections 


Joys, 


to be pre-ingaged to the poſſeſſions, honours, or orna- 
ments of this preſent earthly ſtate, 'we can have no 
taſte nor reliſh for the remote expectation of | piritual | 


i Y 


joys, or for the doctrines of humility, ſelf-denial, and 
mortification, which prepare us for them. 


As this was, at firſt, amongſt the chief obſtacles to 


the reception of the goſpel, ſo will it be an everlaſting 
occaſion of apoſtacy from it. Not many rich men, not 
many mighty, not many noble are called, —And the reaſon 
is obvious They are inliſted before-hand into a con- 
trary ſervice. They are devoted to the purſuits of luxury 
and ambition, and all their affections ſo totally engroſ- 
ſed by the court made, and incenſe offered to wealth 
and grandeur, to oſtentation and the admiration of 
the multitude, that the preachers of the croſs are look- 
ed upon as babblers, and ſetters forth of flrange doctrine. 
— A ſtrange doctrine, indeed, to recommend the orna- 
ment of a meek, quiet, and devout ſpirit to the eager 
frequenters of balls and aſſemblies! and to tell the 
pompous Agrippas and Bernices of the age in the 
name of Chriſt, that the poor Lazars lying at their gates, 
or cleanſing their ſtreets, are their relations and brethren, 
made of the ſame duſt, bought with the ſame price, 


and to appear with them at the ſame bar, where there 
is no reſpect of perſons. 


A man muſt expect to be treated with contempt by 
moral and metaphyſical ſceptics, puffed up with the 
conceit of their own ſuperior knowledge, when he 
offers to inform them, that it is not the wiſdom of this 
world which God has choſen ; and that, in profeſſing them- 
ſelves to be wiſe above what is written, they diſcover only 
their own- folly. It is not to be wondered, that the 
preachers of the goſpel are looked upon either as enthu- 
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ſiaſt or impoſtors, when they attempt to perſuade a 


haughty Sadducee or Freethinker, that for all theſe things 


God will bring him to judgment; that he is to reject 
the vain Philoſophy, and plauſible reaſonings with which 
carnal minds delight to be entertained ; and that he is 
meekly fo receive the ſincere milk of the word, as the 
moſt affured means, by which he can grow up to the 
manhood of faith and vertue. 


Pride and irreligion generally go hand in hand ; and 
ſcarcely is it poſſible, that they ſhould ſincerely believe, who 
receive honour one of another, and ſeek not the honour which 
cometh of God only. The doctrines of humility, lowlineſs of 
ſpirit, and ſelf-denial, are utterly irreconcilable to the vain- 
glorious notions of the contemptuous ſcorner. And 
hence it comes to paſs that the goſpel of Chriſt is blaſ- 
phemed as an improbable ſcheme of ſuperſtition, its mini- 
ſters abuſed as crafty hypocrites, and the facred places 
appointed for its publication almoſt totally neglected and 
forſaken. As if men were intereſted in doing deſpight to 
the grace of God, there ſeems to be a ſort of contrivance 
amongſt them, an affectation as it were, of prophaning the 
day particularly ſet apart for his worſhip, Thoſe whoſe ſu- 
perior birth, or riches, or ſtation in the world give them, 
as they would fain flatter themſelves, an exemption from 
ſtrictly attending to the laws either of their God, or their 
country, appear fond of publickly inſulting it, by making 
choice of it as the moſt proper time for travelling, feaſt- 


ing, or gaming. Others, encouraged by the impious 


example, reſerve it for the ſeaſon of — their 
affairs, reckoning with their dealers, or balancing their 
accounts. The very loweſt of the people rejoice to 


imi- 


AVI . 
imitate the general prophanation, by buying and ſelling, 
by rioting and drunkenneſs, by chambering and wan- 
tonneſs. | 


Thus have we dared 70 provoke the Holy One of Jſrael 
fo anger, and (as the prophet expreſſes it) are gone away 
backward. —This carnal politeneſs is the fruitful parent 
of ſpiritual barbariſm, and this ſhameful neglect of the 
Lord's Day brings forth an univerſal infidelity, igno- 
rance, and indifference with regard to God and his re- 
ligion. Whilſt ſome are like the deaf adder, that floppeth 
her ears; and others, J;ke fools, abſent themſelves from, 
or mock at, inſtruction, a general inſenſiblility of God's 
ſeverity as well as his goodneſs lays hold on their v 
fouls; ſo that they follow the world and the fle 
without remorſe or compunction, and are ſo intoxicated 
with vain appearances, as even to glory in their ſhame. 

- Is ſuch defection and backſliding to be borne with in a 
ple inlightened by the Sun of Righteouſnefs ? Shall 
Tan viit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord, and ſhall not 
my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this? Can ei- 
ther ancient or modern records furniſh us with the 
hiſtory of a country, which has not fallen the ſpeedy 
victim of its impiety, where the eſtabliſh'd worſhip has 


been generally contemned and deſerted ? But this re- 
flection brings me, 3-4 8 


Secondly, To conſider the judgments, which we have 
reaſon to apprehend for thus falling from our firſt love, 
and departing from our finſt works :—T will come unto thee 
quickly, and will remove thy candleſtick out of bis place, 
except thou repent. | | 

| | | C It 
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It. is the uſual manner of divine Providenee to chaſli@ 
men with rods of their own gathering; to puniſh in 
kind; to put out the eyes that will not ſee; to ſtop the 
ears that will not hear ; and to harden the hearts that 
will not underitand. As this was his methed of 'deal- 
ing with Pharaoh, with the wicked Ahab, and with 
the people of Jeruſalem: of the ike nature is his me. 
nace, in this place, to the chureh of Epheſus. If they 
bury. their talents, they (all be taken from chem; If 
they deſpiſe the authority of the goſpel and its-precepts, 
it ſhall be removed out of their ſight; if they will not 
ſee the things which belong unto their peace, they ſhall 
be left, to wander and ! in the earkack of ow 
en ways. 


And what 3 Ce MI 
why the me for ſentence ſhould not be pronounced againſt. 
it? Was ever a people exalted to a more advantageous 


proſpect of the truth, or bleſſed with more cleat and 


ſhining lights to diſcover its powers, to adraire its beau- 
ties, and to purſue its divine guidance, 


Have we not a religion a the moſt pure and reaſonable 
which can. be 9 ar and. whoſe whole tendency is 
to advance our intellectual powers to their beſt and trueſt 
happineſs? Have we not the bible in its primitive in- 
tegrity, in our own hands, and in our native language ? 
And was there ever an age when it was move faithfully 
expounded, its evidence more clearly underſtood, or 
its precepts more plainly: ſet forth, and more eloquently 
recommended? Can any practicable form of govern- 
ment be imagined more perfect than aur civil con- 

ſtitution, 


61 
ſtitution, founded upon the natural liberties of mankind, 
and adminiſtered by eſtabliſhed laws, in which we 
have an unalienable right ? 


Let us conſider, moreover, in how wonderful man- 
ner theſe various mercies have been preſerved, aug- 
mented, and continued to us; and how many times 
the Lord himſelf has appeared on our fide, when we 
were juſt upon the brink of being fwallowed up quick! 
To his immediate Tnterpofition we owe the Revolution, 
the eftabliſhment of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, the ex- 
tinction of the late unnatural rebeſtion, and (may I not 
add?) the- laſt 7 peace at Aix la Chapelle? But 
can we reafonably expect, that his ſpirit will always 
firivewith our ingratitude ? Can we flatter our- ſelves, 
that he will ſtill have patience ro gather us Hike chickens 
unter bir wings, ggainſt our ſtubborn wills and inclina- 
tions? or can we hope to efcape with impunity, whitſt 
we perkift to neglect To great ſalvation? How juſtly 
may the Almighty e: | 


7 expoſtulate with theſe nations, as he 
formerly did with the oÞſtinate and ſinful Jews? And 
ow, O 1nbabitants of Feruſatem um men of Fudab, jullge, 
1 Prey you, Berat me and my vineyard. What couly 
have been time more to my vineyard, that I have not done 
in it? Wherefore when 1 looked, that it ſhould bring 
forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? And now, 
go ta, I will tell you what Twill do to my vineyard; I will 
take away the hedge theregf, and it ſhall be raren up; and 
break thrown the wall thereof, und it fhall be trodden daten. 
And T will lay ir waſte, it fhall not be pruned nor diggen, 
but there ſhall come up 'briars and thorns; I will alſo 
command the clouds, that they rain no rain upon it. Fer 
, C2 - the 
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( 12 ) | 
= the vineyard of the Lord of Hoſts is the boufe of Iſrael, and 
the men of Judah his 22 lant : and he looked for 


Judgment, but behold oppreſſion for righteouſneſs, but 
1 | behold a CY. g 


For perſonal offences, we are taught that there will 

| be a perſonal judgment, when the rares ſhall be ſeparated 

from the good corn, and the goats divided from the ſheep , 

i but national iniquities require a national viſitation ; and. 

i! ſeem inſolently to challenge the juſtice of Heaven for 

| famine, peſtilence, earthquakes or civil wars; for ſhow- 
ers of fire and brimſtone, or for univerſal deluges. 


l 'There is no office ſo. uncomfortable, none o un- 
| thankful, none ſo difficult, as to convince a diſſolute 
[| and profligate generation of the evil of their ways, or 
| of the deſtruction, which is preparing for them. But 
i I dare.not handle the word of the Lord deceitfully, nor, 
li! like the falſe prophets, flatter your indolence by crying 
1 | peace, peace, whilſt deſtruction is at our gates. | 


| | The day, the manner, or the inſtrunients of God's 

Juſtice, cannot poſſibly be known or preſcribed by us. 
1 Fire and water, wind and ſtorm, all nature ſtands ready 
| to fulfil the omnipotent nod. e ee aha £64 


The cities of our neareſt and moſt valuable ally has 
he already overwhelmed under all the complicated hor- 
rors of fire and earthquake; the neighbouring nations 
he has rouſed from their. ſecurity with inundations, 
and leſſer tremblings of their land, whilſt univerſal 
warning has been giyen to all, that as all are finners, 

| he unleſs 


(89 
wnleſs they repent, they ſhall all ikewiſe periſh. For nef- 
ther the dictates of right reaſon, nor the declarations of 
Holy writ will warrant us to conclude, that the wretched 
Portugueſe, who have fallen the firſt victims of divine 
Providence, were finners more than the reſt of mankind, 
or more than we ourſelves are, For let us ſeriouſly 
aſk ourſelves upon the preſent ſolemn occaſion Were 
they wilful tranſgreſſors of God's laws, by offending 
againſt their better knowledge in innumerable inſtances ? 
So are we. Were they a diſſipated people, profane, 
indolent, vicious, and /overs of pleaſure more than lovers 


of God? So are we. Were they unthankful and un- 


profitable under the means of grace, and the many fa- 
vours which had been vouchſafed to them from Heaven ? 
Are not we ſtill more ungrateful to the father of mercias 
and giver of all good gifts, as we juſtly boaſt of higher 
favours, and greater privileges than any other nation 
under heaven ? Were their opinions upon many of the 
moſt important doctrines of our common religion falſe 
and abſurd, and their practice in conſequence of them im- 
pious, cruel and inhuman? Have we taken due care to form 
to ourſelves juſt and true notions of the Deity, to un- 
derſtand the genuine powers of Chriſtianity, and to di- 
rect our lives agreeably to what we know and profeſs 
to believe? Is there that conſiſtency, that harmon 

between our faith and our moral conduct, which bot 

reaſon and religion ſo juſtly demand of us? Though 
therefore we have hitherto moit wonderfully eſcaped 

the arrow that walketh in darkneſs, and the peſtilence 
that waſteth at noon day, yet we know not how ſoon the 
arm of the Almighty may be ſtretched out againſt us, for 
paſt impunity is no ſecurity againſt future puniſhment, 
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But however difficult it may be, and perhaps, impoſli- 
ble, for us preciſely to determine with which of his fou 
fore judgments the Almighty will viſit theſe finful king- 
doms ; whether he will command the famine, the 
peſtilence, the earthquake, or the ſword, to lay waſte 
and conſume our land; yet are the ſigns of the times, 


o 


dt this critical conjuncture, too viſible to be entirely 


flighted by us. For æ great nation, firong and without 
number, are tomfing againſt us ; and I know not what 
grounds we can teaſonably depend upon of eſcape or 
deliverance. If we put our truſt in the length of our 
ſword, or che number of our forces, it is plain that we 
miſt either fall or fly before them. If we conſider our 
merits, and the affronts which we are continual y offer= 
ing to the God of battles, we have very {mall hapes, 
that he will dwell in our tents, vr £0. forth with our 
fleets and armies. Our conſciences wil repreach us 
chat our deſtruction is from the Lord ; and that how 


wicked ſoever our enemies may be, yet they are in his 
| hand us plagues and ſcourges, and made uſe of by him, 


like wind and ſtorm, to obey his command. 

"The moſt aggravating circumſtance of our fituation is, 
that 'h6utd ddt enemy be permitted to execute their 
long- projected ſchiemes of univerſal influence and domi- 
nion, they will come not barely to correct, but entirely to 
ſubdue us, that before them i fire will devour, and bebind 
them a flame burn; and That our native country, whichi1s 
as a garden of Eden, will become a deſolation---Then ſhall 
the inhabitants of the land mourn, and all. Faces ſhall ga- 
ther blackiieſs. Then ſhall we eat of the fruit of aur 
own 9D, and reap the crop "which we have been fo 
26h wantonly 


( 25)) 

wantonly ſowing, , The vines ſhall be cutoff from the 
| Kane, . from the A 23 
who worfhips no other deity hut fortune; the coſtly 
diſhes from the glutton and epicure, and aur rich array 
be ſucceeded by nakegneſs, balanefs and KN ty. Qur 
' enyied Foes which we have uſed far a cloke of ma- 
liciouſneſs win be turned into flavery, and all the tar 
lente hich we haye either buried. or miſapplied, with - 
drawn from qur hands. Above all, our religion, ſo dear to 
our forefathers, will be aboliſhed, or perſecuted. Our 
churches ſhut up or prophaned with idolatry ; our 

bibles taken from us, and hid, as under a buſhel, in an 
unknown tongue, and our Candleſtick et remored 
out of bis bis plage, except we DSA. nd 


For repentance is the. great and only remedy, which 
we can effteQually make ule of, to prevent all theſe cyils 


from _ ”_ us. 


nentanee is the remedy "> in text 
2 n the wy reef great RE 
of ſouls, 1 goſpels; by Moſes. and the 

and. by 4 the wed Serpwes * hot the Tells 
** | 


By repentance. we are to e a 1 refor- 
1 5 faith and manners; a ſtedfaſt ſubmiſſion and 

c attention to the oracles of God, rather than to the 
47 © s, abſurd cuſtoms, and faſhiopable maxims 
of the warld, with .an unalterable reſolution to walk 
by the divine commands, T his is a regimen which will 
* up the very ſprings of that flood of miſerjes which 


threatens 


| threatens to overwhelm us, and will remove the cauſes 
ii both of our own infirmity, and of the Almighty's diſ- 
pleaſure, High time, therefore, is it, that in the 
| midſt of ſo many and great dangers, we diligently enter 
into this ſalutary courſe, and ſuffer no excuſes: of the 
| world or the fleſh to delay it for a moment. Follow 
1 | not the multitude to do evil; nor be afraid, thro' a falſe 
| modeſty, to be ſingularly good, always remembring, 
|| that numbers will neither juſtify, defend, nor com- 
fort you in the day of real tribulation. | 


Let no man be diſcouraged in declaring openly for 
virtue and religion, from a fooliſh ſuggeſtion, that he 
is but one; and that his ſingle addition can make but 
very little difference, where ſuch vaſt numbers are con- 
cerned, For this way of computation is deceitful, perni- 
cious, and unknown to the beſt and wiſeſt men. | 


The prophet Elijab complains, indeed, that he was 
left alone ; but that reflection, however, did not deter 

him from rebuking wickedneſs in high places, or from 

' adhering to the Lord with zeal and conſtancy. Tho' 

the preachings of Noah were not able to prevail upon 

the old world to turn it unto righteouſneſs ; yet he 

preached on whilſt the ark was 88 and had, at 

leaſt, the conſolation of ſaving himſelf, and his whole 

family, from periſhing by water. St. Paul was in # 

terrible ſtorm and ſhipwreck, ſurrounded by the worſt 

of company; yet were the whole crew of failors, ſol- 

diers and criminals, given in ſafety to his ſingle prayers 

and piety. The hiſtory of Abrahams ſtipulation for 

Sodom will convince us, that there wanted but a few 

; ; 5 units 
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units to the ranſom of that whole region; and, to 
make this our own caſe, as all the millions theſe king- 
doms can reckon, muſt conſiſt but of ſo many ones, 
who knows how few of theſe ones may be wanting, in 
the ſcale of Gods mercy, to outweigh his vengeance ? 


Let no man be offended, that I have taken the liberty 
(after the tile of the prophets) to lay the accuſation in 
general terms, and to impute the crimes of the many, 
or of the majority, to the whole ſociety ! For after all 
that may be ſaid, I truſt there are ſtill ſeven, or rather 
ſeventy- times ſeven thouſand good chriſtians left in our 
T1/-ael, who have not yet bowed the knee to Baal. And 
what is there that might not be hoped for from their 
pious endeavours, if all ſuch, in their ſeveral ſtations, 
would zealouſly exert themſelves to fill up the precious 
inventory of the righteous, and to multiply voices in 
the powerful interceſſion to the throne of grace? 


| Of as ſmall importance as each ſingle perſon may 


look upon himſelf to be in the community ; yet who 


is there ſo mean, or of ſo poor an intereſt, but that he 
has ſome credit or authority with his relations, his 
neighbours, or companions. ; and might prevail by ex- 
ample, by admonition, by intreaty, or expoſtulation, 


to do good upon them? The nobility, gentry, and large 


traders have an influence almoſt irreſiſtible upon their 
tenants, dependants, and numerous houſholds. And 
as forwardas theſe are to imitate their ſuperiors. in folly 
and vanity, they would think it a much more ſolid 
happineſs to follow them to the public worſhip of 
God; to attend them in family-devotions and inſtruc- 
78 D tions; 


them in countenance ? 


mult be eſtabliſhed in righteauſneſs ; and that the beſt 
chriſtians always make the beſt ſubjects. If you confider 
yourſelves as parents, manifeſt a rational-fondneſs of your 


- (8) 


tions; or to ſerve under them in works-of charity, or 
public improvements. For as much as human nature is 
corrupted, ſtill vice and immorality are ſelf- condemned, 
and under the perpetual laſhes both of judgment and 
conſcience. Men commonly loath the vicious courſes 
they are purſuing, and are dragged into wickedneſs by 

om, or company, as an ox to the ſlaughter, or a fool 
to the correction of the flocks. How many thouſands are 


there who would be good if they dared; and who 


would rejoice in their hearts to leave their abomina- 
tions, and to become ſober, thrifty, and religious, had 
they but the happineſs of neighbours, maſters, or 
friends, to ſet them the amiable example, and- to keep 


- 


Wherefore, my brethren, inſtead of looking upon 
the bleſſed work of reformation as a thing deſperate and 
impracticable, let every one of us ſet about it imme- 
diately, as his particular duty, and his particular intereſt. 
For we ſhall find it of abſolute and indiſpenſible ne- 
ceſſity, in whatſoever character or light we turn ourſelves 
to view and examine it. 


If we would ſhew our loyalty to that beſt of princes, 


under whoſe juſt, gentle, and ſteady adminiſtration theſe 


kingdoms have been fo long, and fo auſpiciouſly _— 
rity 


ed, let us remember, that his title, his honour and 


poſterity, by training them up in the principles, which 
will lead them to ſubſtantial happineſs ; well aſſured as 


yoo 


as 


4, 4 


you are, that the grace of God is the trueſt riches ; that 


virtue is a jewel ſolid and unperiſhable, and the beſt in- 


heritance which you can entail upon them. If the land 
of our nativity, the memory of our forefathers, the 
laws and conſtitutions -of our country ſo long en- 
Joyed, and ſo juſtly boaſted of, have any weight and 
influence upon our hearts ; let not all theſe turn to 
our reproach, by baſely periſhing in our hands; let 


them not be intercepted from our innocent children by 


our profaneneſs and impiety, our luxury and effeminacy. 


In a word, let me beſeech you by the mercies of 
God ; by all the revolutions and wonderful deliverances 
which he has ſo often worked for us; by every thing 
which can be dear and truly valuable in the fight of 
Engliſhmen, chriſtians, or reaſonable beings, that you in- 
ſtantly awake, and behold your danger ; that you look 
well before you, and diſcern the things that belong 
unto your peace ; that you repent immediately, and turn 


yourſelves from all your tranigreſſions, that fo iniquity. 
may not be your ruin. 
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